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AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 21, 2003

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2003–04 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 817

Introduced by Assembly Member Pacheco

February 20, 2003

An act relating to water, and making an appropriation therefor.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 817, as amended, Pacheco. Water Security, Clean Drinking
Water, Coastal and Beach Protection Act of 2002: water quality
pollution and conservation.

The Water Security, Clean Drinking Water, Coastal and Beach
Protection Act of 2002, an initiative measure approved by the voters at
the November 5, 2002, statewide general election, authorizes, for the
purposes of financing a safe drinking water, water quality, and water
reliability program, the issuance of bonds in the amount of
$3,440,000,000, of which $100,000,000 is available, upon
appropriation by the Legislature to the State Water Resources Board for
 competitive grants for, among other things, water quality improvement
 pollution prevention programs.

This bill would appropriate $15,000,000 from bond funds made
available by that provision of the initiative measure to the State Water
Resources Control Board to finance the creation, coordination, and
implementation of a statewide education and outreach program related
to water quality and conservation.

The bill would prescribe the use of those funds, including the
development of educational materials and a public awareness program
about water conservation and the reduction of water pollution. The bill
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would authorize the board to develop regulations to implement these
provisions, and would require the board to provide quarterly reports to
the Joint Legislative Budget Committee, the appropriate policy and
fiscal committee of the Legislature, and the Governor on the use of the
funds until January 1, 2004.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: yes. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. The Legislature finds and declares all of the
following:

(a) California is currently experiencing a water resources
crisis that threatens to adversely affect the economic and
environmental well-being of the state.

(b) One of the most cost-effective, efficient, and
environmentally beneficial methods of meeting the state’s water
supply and water quality needs is to encourage pollution
prevention and water conservation throughout communities
statewide.

(c) Water conservation benefits local, regional, and state
populations by ensuring a reliable water supply, reducing energy
costs, reducing urban runoff pollution, and reducing or deferring
the need for new sewer system capacity.

(d) Education for water pollution prevention addresses beach
and stream pollution at the most efficient point in time, before the
pollution occurs, thus avoiding the need for diversions, treatment,
closures, treatment of illness, and other potentially expensive
response measures.

(e) The purpose of the act adding this section is to ensure the
immediate creation and implementation of an education program
to encourage pollution prevention and water conservation
practices throughout the state.

SEC. 2. (a)Of the funds made available pursuant to Section
79540 of the Water Code, the sum of fifteen million dollars
($15,000,000) is hereby appropriated from the Water Security,
Clean Drinking Water, Coastal and Beach  Protection Fund of
2002, established by Section 79510 of the Water Code, to the State
Water Resources Control Board to finance, consistent with the
requirements of Section 79540, the creation, coordination, and
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implementation of a statewide education and outreach program to
raise public awareness about water quality and to promote water
conservation and other water quality protection practices, as
follows:

(1) Five million dollars ($5,000,000) to the State Water
Resources Control Board to create and distribute educational
materials and brochures regarding water conservation, in
collaboration with the Department of Water Resources. Funds
appropriated pursuant to this paragraph shall be expended to
educate and inform pupils in kindergarten and grades 1 to 12,
inclusive, about the need to reduce water pollution and to conserve
water. All materials shall be designed to do all of the following:

(A) Increase general awareness of water pollution and
conservation methods, including, but not limited to, the causes,
relevant impacts of, and specific solutions to, water pollution and
over-consumption among targeted segments of the residential and
commercial population.

(B) Motivate changes in behavior that contributes to water
pollution and overconsumption, by adopting positive alternatives.

(C) Provide direction and facilitate a consistent concurrent
public awareness effort by the State Water Resources Control
Board, with the assistance and involvement of local regional water
quality control boards.

(2) Ten million dollars ($10,000,000) to the State Water
Resources Control Board to create and implement a public
awareness program in collaboration with the Department of
Consumer Affairs. The public awareness program shall be
designed to achieve the following objectives:

(A) Emphasize the three areas of water conservation, source
reduction/pollution prevention, and stewardship of recreational
waters.

(B) Provide consumer tips and proactive steps to take in order
to reduce water use and to reduce pollution flowing through the
storm drain system into local waterways.

(C) Include professionally produced advertisements for
electronic and print media.

(D) Include the use of nontraditional mass media, including,
but not limited to, the use of community-based organizations, mass
media in different languages, and media targeted to low-income
and ethnically diverse communities.
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(b) The educational materials and public awareness program
created pursuant to subdivision (a) shall be developed and
implemented pursuant to a contract in accordance with Article 4
(commencing with Section 10335) of Chapter 2 of Part 2 of
Division 2 of the Public Contract Code.

(c) Funds appropriated pursuant to subdivision (a) shall be
expended pursuant to guidelines adopted by the State Water
Resources Control Board and the Department of Water Resources.
The guidelines shall be exempt from the requirements of Chapter
3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of the Division 3
of Title 2 of the Government Code and shall provide for all of the
following:

(1) Establish cost-effectiveness criteria for the programs
funded. Within 10 days from the date of the adoption of criteria
pursuant to this paragraph, each state agency shall provide a copy
of the criteria to the Chairperson of the Joint Legislative Budget
Committee, to the chairpersons of the appropriate policy and fiscal
committees of both houses of the Legislature, and to the Governor.

(2) Limit administrative costs to not more than 5 percent of the
amount of the funds expended. For the purposes of this paragraph,
‘‘administrative costs’’ means state agency personnel and
overhead costs associated with the implementation of each
measure or program. ‘‘Administrative costs’’ does not include
costs associated with marketing or evaluation of a measure of a
program, including any two-year limited positions, as approved by
the Department of Finance, necessary to implement the programs.

(3) Establish tracking and auditing procedures to ensure that
funds are expended in a manner consistent with the act adding this
section.

(d) The State Water Resources Control Board may adopt
regulations for purposes of this section.

(e) The Legislature declares that using this bond money for
water conservation programs as provided in this section is
consistent with the purposes of the Water Security, Clean Drinking
Water, Coastal and Beach Protection Act of 2002.

SEC. 3. Commencing on the date of enactment of this act, until
January 1, 2004, the State Water Resources Control Board shall
provide quarterly reports to the Chairperson of the Joint
Legislative Budget Committee, to the chairpersons of the
appropriate policy and fiscal committees of both houses of the
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Legislature, and to the Governor, which include all of the following
information:

(a) The amount of funding expended.
(b) The measures, programs, or activities that were funded.
(c) A description of the effectiveness of the measures,

programs, or activities funded in reducing water demand and
improving water conservation.
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